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MRS KATSUNO FUJIMOTO 
Interviewed by Mrs. Nami Shingu 
Translated by Mrs. Haru Wikaido 


in Japan 
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Fujimoto 
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Fujimoto 


Shingw 
Fujimoto 


Shingu 


Fujimoto 


where were you born? 

Yamaguchi-ken, Tokuyama. 

when were you born? 

28th year of Meiji, January 28. 

Do you remember anything about wars? Sino-Japanese war? 
Russo-Japanese war? World War I? and etc. 

we neard lots of rumors - like the Russians will be coming 
therefore to hide in the mountains. JI remember hearing the 
canon echoes. When the Russians were cornered in the Japan 
ea. 
The 


tiry77 
rO a] 


and were demolished, I heard the rumble of the guns. 
shojis tore in our house, too. 

about the Nisshin War? 

TI don!t remember anything, 


I was just born.. They named me 


"Ka tsuno"’ - meaning'to win". So when my father heard we 
won the war he was very happy. 


How about World War I? 


“Je were here in California in River side the n. JI had a young 
baby 5 months old. When the war began we moved from Riverside. 


to Pasadena and IT worried a lot. When peace came I hear d the 


horns honk and people yelling “War's over! War's overs! 


Everybody was so happy. 
was there any sirens then? 


Rather than sirens, I heard the honking of the cars. It was 
like a panic. Buta happy one. A lady came to me and said 
"Don't you know the war's over?! and we had tears in ou r eyes, 
War is a terrible thing, | | 


Yes, it's a terrible thing. 


what about the Manshu jihen? 
I was in Japan then. No, I take that back. It was af ter I 
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brs Fujimoto 


emig rated to the U.S. I kept up with the news about the 
war by reading the Rafu Shimpo and the Mainichi. Jt was a 
long war and my heart bled when I read about it (kokoro wo 


itami mashita) 


How about the tensai? Do you remember the ear thoquakes, 


tsunami and etc. 


Yes, Tokys had a terrible ear thquake but IT was already in the 
UeSe 


How about the gosui? Maybe it was before you were born? 


Yes, I remember T was about ] years old and my grandmother 
was 62 years old. She was old fashioned and said shetd 

drift away with the house but gave strict order s for the 
rest of us to go to a safe place or "hinan minasai", She 
woulditts budge. Finally Grandpa gave my grandmother a piggy 
back and put me under his arm, JI clearly remember his rush- 
ing into the flooded waters and our escaping to the mountains. 


[ remember this well. 
Was this the tsunami? 


No, th is was a terrible rain that lasted two weeks. The small 
river became overflooded md looked like an ocean, Jt was so 
scarry when the river became so large. 

There was a ma n named Nomura Kaisaku, a great ag ricultur ist 
then. They owned a two story home and the family fled upstairs | 
and wer e up there and couldn't get down. Kids in those. days 
wer e cruel just as they are today and made remarks that the 
Nomuras were like mice; that they were flooded out of the 
downst airs and had to go upstairs to get away from the flood. 


Tt sounds like a joke now bub really, it was terrible. Adults 


can take it but its very bad for children, 


Mes Shingu How about happy events? 
ties Fujim oto I would say kengaku ryoko (where the whole classroom went on 


5 


one day trips). We would rise early in the morning to make 
onigiru (rice balls) and my mother would see me off. JI can 
never forget those happy days. I always looked forward to 

those most memorable trips. I remember T had weak leg s and 
they used to swell, my teacher told me to hold onto his shoulders 
and T clearly remember how I used to hang on to his shoulders. 


Mes Shingu H ow about sad events? 


have to give my reason for this being the sad thing in my 


Mrs Fujim oto T 
life. You see, my father was a good business man but he was a 


terrible drinker. In japan the transaction of business is 
always done over sake. When he'd come home at night he would 
be in such a state of condition that my mother with tears 
rolling down her cheeks would have to care for him. So she 
would tell me when I was young to pick a husband that doesntt 


drink, gamble or smoke. — 


Mes Shingu How about the things you suffered? 
Mrs Fujinoto Tt didntt suffer much. My par ent s were both nice people and 


loved children dearly. Even though it was har d for them to 


send me to school they sent ne. 


Mrs Shingu How about the religion of the family? 
Mrs FPajimot o My grandparents were devout Buddhists. He used to represent 


the people in my village and make the pilgrim ag e to Kyoto. 
Being from such a family they told me never to attend a 
Uvasokyo) { ) 

Mes Shingu | In those days yasokyo was such a rarity. 
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They prejudiced against a religion without knowing what 


1% Was about. 


Yes, ever since the Tokugawa era wasn't it? When you 


were in Japan did you ever hear of Christianity? 


Yes, I heard about Christianity from my aunt and uncle 

as there was a small Christian church in Tokuyama. My 

or andmother and mother were definitely against Christians. 
However, my father used to say that to succeed we mist get 

ahead in the world and learn about new things - even a new 


religion, Mother and grandmothere were definitely against 


ad 


$ > 


Christians however, toward the end IT think they sof tene d up 
How was the condition of your family when you left Japan? 


T guess youtd say it was uncivilized. Not much electricity; 
just one light bulb to a room and we'd pull it all over the 
room wherever we needed it. It was so dark - no wonder the 


Japanese. wear glasses. 


~—, 
? 


And the Japanese like to read too. 


Oh, yes, I love to read. I used to go to the libr ary and 


br ing back lots of books. 


De you have anytiing else to add about the condition in Japan 


then? How about kotsu (transportation }? 


Tn those days it was jinrikshaws and trains. we never heard 


bh 


of automobiles. Once in awhile I'd sse a motorcycle. 


das there motorcycles then? 


Mrs Fujimoto 


Mrs Shingu 
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Mrs Fujimoto 


Mrs Shingu 


Yes, occasYonally. Maybe, one or two a week. When I was 
young IT used to think that the roads were large and wide 

but during my recent trip to Japan the roads looked so small. 
There were caucasians in fokuyama when I was a youngster. 
They would ride by on their motorcycles and make a terrific 


noise giving me a weird feeling. 
H ow much formal education did you have? 


I attended jinjoka or elementary school for h years; then I 
went to kotoka or equivélent to junior high here for h years ; 
then I went to hoshuka for 2 years - something like a finishing 
sch ool for girls where I learned manners, sewing, and floral 
arrangement. That was about it. There was no football AMES « 
Yowever, I liked tennis. I wore gebas and played tennis. Hy 
mother used to get exasperated with me. TI would wear out my 
wooden getas in one week. My mother used to say "ther e must 


be a nata on your foot". JT was like a tomboy. 


You said you completed "hoshuka" did you not? So it would be 


10 years of education wouldn't it? 


Yes, 10 years. In those days they didn't have "yochien" or 


kindergarten. 
What was the reason why you came over to the USA? 


There's a story to that. My father was "shinpoteki"; he used 
to travel a lot and wanted to learn about new things. He 
believed in new ideas and in going to foreign countries and 
breathing new air. He was way ahead of his times. He believed 
that even a woman must study hard to be successful in the 


em 


world. Therefore, I came over to the U.S. to study. 


when was this? 
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Tt was Meiji 45 or 1912 - in May. The boat was Shinyu Maru. 
i remember I was already seasick when I got aboard and the 
boat wasn't even moving. I was bedridden all the way to 
Hawaii. I could not get up. Ali IT remember was eating ume- 


boshi and sipping tea. 
How many days did 1t take? 


I think it took 10 days to Hawaii. 

Did you st ay in Hawaii? 

Yes, the stayover in H awaii was 10 hours. I felt so good} 
I ate udon and all kinds of stuff. Then, when it was time to 


get on the boat again I was sick all over again. 


How long did it take from H awaii to San Francisco? 


That took about one week, ‘To be exact it was a total of 13 days 


from Japan to San Francisco. Nowadays, it's 16 hours, ha, ha,hal 


What kind of people were on the boat? 


Majority were immigrant laborers and lots of picwre brides. 


After I arrived the picture bride deal became illegal, 


Oh, is that so, Do you remember anything which happened on 


the ship? 


There was entertainment on the boat and people visited with 


each other on the deck. If I wasn't sick, I believe [ would 


have had a good time but I was bedridden all the way. 


Before you came what kind of a country did you think U.S. 


would be? 


Mrs 


Mrs Fujim oto 
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First of all, I wanted to learn English. If I could do 


that, I was going to work and then return home. 


what did you think of America? 


I thought this country as very advanced and with many 


conveniences. In Japan I wondered how it would be to live 


in a house with a sink, lots of gas and lots of wood. I 


dreamed of a civilized living. 


PIRST IMPRESSIONS OF AMERTCA 
Sate LEO LUN US EE, 


What was your first impressions of Amer ica? 


A tremendous big country (sugoi country). I saw large roads 
and big building s. I was detained one week in the Immi- 
ration Building. Regulations then required all Asians to 
take medication for worms so we couldn't leave for one week, 
At this time, Mrs Terazawa, wife of a minister in San Fran- 


cisco was so very nice to all of us. 


what clubs or organizations did you belong to? 

Before going to camp I was president of the Fujin Kai for 
approximately 5 years. ‘therefore, when the war started I was 
questioned by the City Hall and FB°I by three people, But I 
think they finally relized that I was not dangerous. At the 

end they said "Thank you. Y ou can go home now." 

When they came after me, I thought for sure I was going to be 
interned like all the rest of the men that wer e active in clubs. 
So I did have a suitcase prepared. 

AS president of the Fujin Kai T made speeches frequently especial- 
ly when the boys weve drafted into the army. I remember stating 
to the boys that they don't have to be loyal to Jap an because 
alter all they were born here in the U.S. But I told them to 
renember that they have the blood of twamato damashi" in them 


2) 


and be good citizens of U.S. The FB I had a record of all 
these speeches IT made; even the speech on "tenshosetsu". JT 
never said anything improper in my speeches. Lots of people 
used to make speeches praising Japan but not I, I felt that 
being resident of this country we could not sfay thing s 

that would be against this country. In camp the FBT had know- 
ledge of everything I said in camp. When I spoke at meetings 

i never said much about loy alty to Japan because I wante d my 
children to become first class citizens, One person said to me 
in camp 'OQba-san what shall I wr ite regarding the loyalty 
question -'yes or no'?# He was confused so I told him "Tim not 
a smart woman but I told my children "Your ma ma and papa are 
Japanese but you are Americans and I want you to be good Amer - 
icans so I believe you should be loyal to the U.S." However, 

iL didn't want to push this youth into any decision so I told 
him you better think it over. I also told this fellow "You are 
an American and we owe a lot to America so we must do the right 


thing. You better think about it overnight". 


Mes Shingu Phat was good advice. 
Kies Fujimoto The next morning he came to me and said he was so glad he 


had talked to me. He said "IT have to thank you for making me 
think. I decided to put tyes'" Tf told him T was so glad for 


Py 


his sake about the decision. 


Mrs Shingu what kind of interests or hobbies did you have? 
/ | 
Mrs Fujimoto T used to like to learn how to cook, te knit, to KAz crochet, 


to arrange flowers. In church we hac cooking and sewing lessons 
too; that's 40 years ago. And I forgot the Christian ladies 
that taught us but they treated us so wonderfully. | 

When we first started our church we rented a building on North 
Raymond and the minister was Ren Tsuji.s Then we moved to Mary 


Street and then to Kensington Place which everyone remember s. 


firs 
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We had many ministers. 


Rev. Demura, Rev. Furuya and Re 


tT recall some of them such as 


v. Toyotome and also Rev. 


Tamura. They all returned to Japan. 


Fv 


fo used to pus 


re 


eae 
am embarrassed about it non. 


What do you remember about rearing children? 


my children for good grades in school. [I surely 


T also was stricbh on manners, 


Another thing which was wrong was when they were involved in a 


fight IT used to vell them "makete katsul or 6 lose and win" 


because IT said in fights no one was a winner. Actually, down in 


my heart I didn't want them to get hurt. Now as I think of 


Lt as being a "coward!" 


fused to tell my kids to come home 


they got hurt. 


Oh, you, tool fF think [I 


. 7 


o 


should have said "go ahead and fight". 


a? 


from fights too, before 


Was mistaken. In this world today 


if you're too gentle you may be aloser all the time. 


= 


Do you remember anything about segregated schools? 


My children did not complain much. The Mexic: n kids used bo 


push them off of the school bus and sometimes they'd get hurt 


pretty bad. I used to wonder what Icindg of parents these 


children came from. 


Did you send your children back to Japan? 


iy husband worked alone 


as 


Once he said "why don! 


to support us and it was very hard, 


t you Zo back te Japan with the children 


for awhil?". JT said "Just a minute. No matter how much we 


suffer, these children were born in the U.5. so I want to 


bring them up here". 


Then, 


his younger brother listening to 
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all this said "Niisan (big brother}, any child born here 
should be allowed to grow up here. TI you want financial hels 


LE will help you out". We never went to Japan. 
what kind of contributions did you make during World War IT? 


C just obeyed the law and did not donate to any particular 


organization. 

when did you come in contact with Christianity? 

As I said before we lived near the church so we attended 
off and on. TI always felt that the church people were so 


good to us, 


what kind of hardship did you experience during The Depression? 
My husband had no regular job. We suffered. But I wanted to 
raise my children as good children. We economized and somehow 
or other managed to get along. 
How many years did it continue? 


t believe h or 5 years. 


When T came to this country in 1936 I believe this country 


Was already rebuilt. 
Yes, President Roosevelt had alot to do with it. 


When did you decide to stay here permanently? 


Yes, that was after world War, TT. 
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As the children got married and established their own 


— 


families I decided T wanted to sbay near my children. 


T guess you are led (hikaremasu) by your children? 


Yes, thatts right. 
THE WORLD WAR I 


It was sadl My daughter was called a "Jap" and came home 


with tears in her eyes saying "I am a Japi". My children 


said America was stabbed in the back by the Japanese. [I 
exclaimed, "Just wait, wait. There is some reason for this". 
At that time, my children thought the Japanese were savages 
and it took a long time before they began to understand 
everything. You have to listen to both sides before you 


can give an opinion. 

what kind of attitude did whites have towards Japanese? 
Most were kind ad sincere. They all sympath¢gized and 
wanted to help. ‘when we parted, our Caucasian friends just 


cried and cried. 


We, as individuals have no guilt. 


T was aware of the seriousness of the whole situation. I 
thought what a terrible predicament we are inl I knew the 


Japanese militarists were capable of doing such a thing. 


But, you see, we were always called "Japs. People didn't 
sell us land so T guess Japan finally couldnt} staad how 
their emigrants wer e treated so they acted in tme way they 
did. At the time, no matter what happened I thought 


"shikataganai". 


Mrs Shingu hat kind of werk were you doing at the time of evacuation? 
Mes Fujimoto ty husband was doing gardening work. 
Mrs Shingu Did you just wait for your distric to be evacuated? 
did 
Mrs Fujimoto Wes, we obeyed the law and/exactly what they told us to do. 


They told us to shop between certain hours and within a radius 
of certain miles. They gave us a list to shop for unbreakable 
utensils in preparation for camp life. All we could take with 
us was contained in the luggage we carried in our two arms. 


(honto ni konomi, kinomama no kimochi deshita) 
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for us to be the sufferers was just Bhikataganai" or couldn't 


be helped. My feeling was to just obey, obey and obey. 


Mrs Shingu How did you go? 
Mes Fujimote By bus to the train; by train to Tulare Assembly Center which 


was above #resno. Santa Anita was close out they sent us 
north, In fact, I went to visit some friends when they first 


start putting them in Santa Anita Assembly Center. 


Mrs Shingu what did you do with your house and good? 
Mires Fujimoto As much as possible we left our belongings packed in boxes 
in the church basement. Our caucasian friends invited us to 


ir homes however, we didn't know 


how long the war would last so we put them in the church. 


Mrs Shingu 


Mrs Shingu 


Mrs Fajimoto 


lirs Shingu 


Mrs Fujimoto 


Mrs Shingu 
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The loss must have been great among the people. 
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Yes, they ail suffered great lossed, Many people left 
behind nice things. Many people rented out their homes, 
couldn't collect the rent and when they arrived back the 


house Was in amess. Besides that, the people had to evicted. 


How old were your children when you were evacuated? 


My oldest son, Masao Bud was 28 years, my second son, Yo was 

26 years, My daughter Seesue was 25 years and my youngest soy 
Fred Tamio was 19 years. 

When my third son was in the U.S. army as a Japanese translator 
tT underwent a mental strain, However, my son was very 

Mheiki" about it and told me stories about taking oid shoes 

and food to the Japanese nationals which I thought was ver y 
nice, However, he told me that he and the ovher army men dealt 


very severely with those who traded in the black market. 
How did the white churches react to this evacuation? 


When I relocated to Detroit IT never went out much. One day 
at the grocery store a hakujin askea "Are you Chinese or japan- 
ese?", And JT replied "Iim Japanese". At that she welcomed 

us to her church and told us that if we ever had a diffictht 
time they would like to help us out as much as possible, [ff 
Was so overjoyed T almost thought she was Ged. 
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Which Assembly Genter and which Relocation Center did you go? 


Tulare Assembly Center and Gila Rivers Relocation Center in 


Arigzone. 


e% 


What was bhe condition of the Center? 


Mrs Fujimoto 


Shiney 


S$ Fujimoto 


shingen - 


Tajzimote 


uy 


Hot Guring the day and cold, cold at night. We took 
cold showers in the beginning. Amazingly in a few months 
The toilets had 


no privacy so we all got together md made curtains, Later 


we got hot water and we were all so happy] 


we made better ones. | | 

One room for each family. There were big holes in the floor 
and the wood was 1/l) inches apart. Every sandstorm we had 
the dust would blow up thru the cracks and holes in the floor, 
If we underwent a sandstorm in the mess hall we hurriedly 
closed the windows but it was too late. We had sand in our 


dinner that night, This makes us appreciate anything now, 


What kind of events took solace there? 


¥es, in camp. 


I didn't see this but one boy tried to escape. He was almot 


snot but fortunately was saved. 
ahat did you think about the problem of loyalty? 


I think I answered that question before regarding the "Yes" or 


a 


"Not loyalty question. 


How did you feel as a Japanese when put in the concentration 


camo? This was also answered before wasn't 1%? 
'Shikataganal!! 
what did you think about Nisei volunteering for the Army. 


[ think they did the right thing. Some said don't say "yes" 


but "no". Those kind of people are two faced. 
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wnat kind of hobbies or entertainment did you have in camp? 


We had more hobbies. Farmers grew all different kinds of 
vegetables. We had classes in artificial flowers - it was 
so beautiful! We even contributed some of the artificial 


flowers to a couple of funerals. 
What kind of job did you hold? 


Yes, that's another story. Everybody got $16 a month in camp. 
A man from the administrative staff came to me and wanted me 

to work for him. I told him that in the first place that I was 
too old and in the second place Zi that my English was not 
good. He said he wished I would say "yes". Then he came 

back a second time and insisted so I said Itd try but if I 


couldn't do it to find somebody else, 
What kind of a job was it? 


T had to supply all the material for making artificial flower s 
such as wires, glue, starch and instruction. Mrs Tanaka was 

an exceptionally good instructor. Another craft was knitting . 

tT didn't have to order the yarn as people ordered their own 

from the outside. Two instructors came from Hawalil. There was 

a fellow named Eddie from Hawaii who made beautiful bags and 
belts. Soon they wanted to sew and needed sewing machines. So 

I told the ladies ['d have to ask the adminstration so [ did. 

And they brought in sewing machines - yes, a dozen of them. 

Then, some man said "JT want some lumber", JI told him that wasntt 
my department and told him to go to the adminstration. The 
entertainnent was wonderful. We had good times every week, This 


was under the direction of Mr. Tanaka. 


How was your religious life there?. 
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Mrs Fujimoto In the beginning we had a hard time getting organized. 
Later we had a minister, So we had bible study once a week. 
We had Rev. Tajima. | 

Mrs Shingu What did you think about the problem of education of children 
in the camp? 

Mrs Fujimoto _ gt was very satisfactory. In fact, my third son, Fred erad- 
vated high school in camp. He was evacuated just about the time 
ne was going to graduate high school. He couldn't do it so 
he graduated in camp, 

Mrs Shingu what kind of meaningful things do you remember in camp? 

Mrs Fujimoto t found out what kind of ceople my friends really were. It 
yave us a very good chance to find cut clearly what kind of a 
character he or she has. Some are so nice on the surface, 
Really, I found cut. 

Mrs Shingu Did your faith change during the camp period? 

virs Fujimoto | No, never change. In fact, my faith got stronger. 

Mrs Shingu Resettlement, When did you leave camp? 

iirs Pujimoto I think I was the first or second to leave camp. I couldntt 


stand the people's attitude in camp. Yes, some had dirty 
minds. My son, relocated to Detroit to be with a centist 
named Dr. Phillips. He wanted all of us to come so we all 
went. It was very cold, snow about that high. I f ell down 
a couple of times. Pirst time IT fell I was able to get up but 
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the second time T just stayed down on account of a big bump. 


These people were so nice to us ~ it was wonderfull During that 


time food and soap was all rationed but she used to go to Canada 
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ana bring back lots of meat in the big pockets inside and 
outside of her fur coat. when we left Detroit to come to 


Caiifornla Mrs Phillips just cried and cried. 
Why did you go to Detroit? 


Because we couldn't come back to the pacific Coast. We had 


to have somebody receive us so we decided to go to Detroit. 


We also had some other friends, Mr & mrs B racek in South 
Pasadena that wanted us back so badly - said they'd give us 
their whole upstairs. But I "endyotd", 

Did you go to a nostel? 

B No, never. Because our friends were waiting for us. 


Did white churches take care of yout 


I didn't go to church for awhile. 


How did the Japanese churches reconstruct themselves? 

Oh, Dr Nicholson helped us lots. Miss Fanning did so much 
for the Japanese. She did lots for us. 

Did they change? 

No, never. In fact, they were nicer, 

How was the process of education of your children? 

i think the oldest one wanted to go to University of Berkeley 


so badly. But it cost so much, With only my husband working 


it was 'zannen'" we couldntt let the oldest go. 
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How did you have housing? 


We stayed at white poeples families and they wanted us + 

stay as long as we wanted to. But then, my third son, Fred 
came back from overseas army so we had to oust the people 
that were staying in our little house. ‘We finally got them 


to move out. ‘Then we enlarged it. 


wnat was the most difficult experience you had during this 


time? 


'Ojikete orlimashitall, We were very cautious and didn't want 
to be called "Jap". 


What was the most difficult e i ence you had during this time? 


My "kibo' is - whatever happens, no matter what, it is the road 
we have to travel, God and faith will give us the strength 

to go on. I always pray for the strength to die. Christians 
are different. JT know that church people somehow or other 


hola hands, helping each other get along. 


Thank vou ve much. You must be tired. [I know your testimony 
7 


will be very good. 


I would like te say something. ‘hen my oldest child was in 

high school, the other two in junior high and the littlest one 
was l. years old, my husband took pneumonia and we thought he 

Was going to dle. He was hospitalized, had special nurse dows 
two dectors; everybody thought we wouldntt live. My suffering 
then was unsurmountable. J thought things like this under no 
human power could be handled and I was lonely, trying to search 
and grasp onto something that would give me security. Before 
that 7 did associate with the churehn but until then I definitely 


realized that I had to surrender completely to God. Since then 


I became more active and grew; listening to Rev. Hattori I Learned 


a 


a ilet from him 


